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About this Data Book

The 2025 Santa Clara County
Children’s Data Book describes how
children and families across the county ™+
are faring and is grounded in the vision
of the Santa Clara County Bill of Rights
for Children and Young Adults. It
highlights intersectional data related
to child safety and stability, health,
learning, and overall well-being—
recognizing that each of these
elements supports the next. When
basic needs such as housing, food, and
child care go unmet, children’s health,
learning, and long-term self-sufficiency
are at risk.

This Data Book is designed to inform
conversations, guide investments, and
inspire policy and practice changes.
Our partners are committed to
strengthening outcomes for children
and families and advancing justice by
examining root causes of inequities
and identifying ways systems can work
together to reverse them. The purpose
is not to assign blame, but to illuminate
conditions, deepen understanding, and
support collaborative problem-solving.

The indicators included were selected
by cross-systems partners of the
Children’s Agenda Network to provide
understandable, reliable, and
comparable data, disaggregated

by race, ethnicity, and other demographic and
intersectional factors. Disparities point to systems,
policies, and practices that shape children’s experiences.
It is essential to consider the broader conditions that
create and perpetuate inequities.

This Data Book is not exhaustive and represents only
a portion of the data and experiences that influence
children’s well-being across systems and communities.
It is a continually developing document, refined in
partnership with stakeholders as new data becomes
available, allowing our collective understanding to
deepen. Leaders and teams can use this Data Book
to spark discussions about equity and efforts to meet
the needs of children and families in our community.

wum‘.%w l
Mm

Notes about Data and Terminology:

Terminology and Data Labeling: We honor the
importance and autonomy of individuals and
communities to self-identify. How a group identifies
may vary by generation, country of origin, and regional
differences. Working with our partners, we have
decided to use Latinx and LGBTQ+ in this data book.
Language is not static, and this terminology may
change in the future.

Disaggregation of data: Data are disaggregated for
race, ethnicity, disability, income, and other intersections,
when available. This allows us to consider root causes
for disparate outcomes and explore solutions that
address the specific needs of our diverse communities.

Data suppression: Data will be suppressed when the
number of individuals for a specific race/ethnic group is
so low (e.g., fewer than 11) that it represents unstable
data or may threaten privacy.

2026 Santa Clara County Children’s Data Book 3



Alignment with City of San José’s
Children & Youth Services Master Plan

The Children and Youth Services
Master Plan is San José’s long-term
roadmap for improving outcomes
for children, youth, and young
adults from birth to age 24. It

aligns City and partner efforts to
expand opportunities, close equity
gaps, and create a coordinated,

“no wrong door” system of care.
Guided by values of equity, inclusion,
collaboration, accountability, and
youth voice, the plan envisions all
young people thriving with access
to learning, health, housing stability,
meaningful employment, and safe,
connected communities. Through
seven strategic priority areas—
from early learning to systems
transformation—it aims to build
cradle-to-career pathways that
support young people in becoming
healthy, resilient, and successful
adults.’

Kids in Common (KiC) shares an

aligned vision with the City of San José Children
& Youth Services Master Plan of improving
outcomes for children and youth through
equity-driven, data-informed strategies and
collaborative action. Data indicators tracked
by KiC regarding safety, health, education,

and thriving inform the Kids in Common
Policy Agenda by translating these metrics
into actionable priorities such as housing
stability, behavioral health access, and
educational success.? These efforts align with
the City of San José Children & Youth Services
Master Plan with a citywide framework that
emphasizes equity, accessibility, and systems
transformation, complementing KiC’s pillars
and strategic goals. Together, they create a
unified roadmap that integrates local data,
policy advocacy, and municipal planning to
ensure every child in Santa Clara County is safe,
healthy, successful in learning, and thriving in life.

4 Every Child Safe & Stable, Healthy, Successful in Learning, and Thriving in Life



Life Course Framework

The Life Course Framework provides a structured way to understand the important markers at each stage of
a child’s life and the social factors and supports that are critical to a child’s development and well-being. As
we examine the data indicators of safety and stability, health, education, and thriving in life, the Life Course
framework helps us understand what we need to remember as we work together to improve children’s lives.

Markers of Success: Cradle-to-Career

Healthy Pregnancy

Has Stable Employment and Birth

and Positive Net Worth,
Earning 300+% of the
Federal Poverty Level

High Quality Child Care
and Education

Graduates from High School
Ready for Career
and College

- . H Ready for
‘l‘I. E
PFOfiFiGNt in Math Proficient in Reading
in Eighth Grade in Third Grade
Addressing health and social inequities requires SOCIAL FACTORS THAT SUPPORT WELL-BEING
a systemic, intergenerational approach that AND SUCCESS (IMPORTANT THROUGHOUT LIFE)

acknowledges the enduring impact of race, place, and
history. Current experiences shape future outcomes,
so strategies must focus on upstream determinants Safe Families, Schools and Neighborhoods
of well-being while dismantling structural barriers that Positive Family Support and Communication
lead to poverty and incarceration. At the same time,
building resilience and promoting healing for youth
and families is essential, as systemic change takes
time. Effective solutions demand collaboration across
sectors, systems, and life stages to create equitable
opportunities and break cycles of disadvantage.

Housing and Food Security

v v

Meaningful Adult Connections
Feeling Valued by the Community

v v VvV

A Sense of Agency and a Positive View of the Future

Source: The Life Course Framework model, and the language above, is based on the work of Tia Martinez and Arnold Chandler of
Forward Change Consulting. Please visit http://forwardchangeconsulting.com for more information.

2026 Santa Clara County Children’s Data Book
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* Kids in
/ll Common

H Putting Children First!

KiC advocates for the wellbeing of youth
in Santa Clara County, from Cradle to Career.

OUR VISION

KiC serves as a backbone organization for collective impact and systems change to realize:

N & g

Every Child
Successful
in Learning

Every Child Every Child Every Child

Thriving in Life

Safe and Stable Healthy

OUR METHODOLOGY

\//D Community Policy @~
Mobilization %

Conduct & support Foster & facilitate Formulate and advocate for
research on all aspects cross-sector collaboration policies that support positive
of children’s wellbeing and partnership outcomes for children

OUR MAIN PROGRAMS

Children’s | .|.|.I Children’s Children’s
Data Book @ Summit Agenda

N
An annual document Our annual signature event that A county-wide, cross-sector
that provides and tracks brings together community leaders network working together
statistics on various aspects and experts who are passionate to improve outcomes for
of children’s lives. about improving children’s lives. youth and families.
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Taking a Stand for Children
and Young Adults

In February 2010, a Bill of Rights for Children and Youth was adopted by the Santa Clara Board of
Supervisors. These rights keep the needs of children and youth at the forefront of decisions about budgets
and government policies.

While these rights have long served as a critical guidepost during periods of financial and political uncertainty,
they were initially created without the direct leadership and input of the youth they were meant to serve. In
summer 2022, the Youth Liberation Movement partnered with Kids in Common to create a youth-driven Bill
of Rights, grounded in the voices of over 250 Santa Clara County youth. Updated in March 2023, it remains

a cornerstone of the Children’s Agenda and has since gained widespread support from individuals, cities,
government agencies, youth groups, and nonprofits.

BILL OF RIGHTS FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG ADULTS

Every young person must get what they need when they need it, no matter their actual or perceived race,
ethnicity, gender identity, sexual orientation, religion, mental or physical ability, nationality, immigration status,

criminal history, first language, skin color, education status, or wealth. We value the diversity of our children
and young adults in Santa Clara County and believe we must treat each of them with respect and dignity.

ALL CHILDREN AND YOUNG ADULTS HAVE THE RIGHT TO:

/ HEALTHCARE
Affordable, timely, and quality mental and physical
healthcare that they can access at any time

~/ MENTAL HEALTH
Mental and emotional health and well-being and
support systems in and outside of the home that
promote emotional and social safety

~/ LOVE AND EMOTIONAL CONNECTIONS
Meaningful connections with consistent, caring adults
and peers who love and appreciate the young person
for who they are and want to see them grow

~/ SUPPORT AND GUIDANCE
Receive support and guidance from role models
who are dedicated to helping them achieve their
dreams and goals

v/ LIFE SKILLS
Training to develop life skills and knowledge as well
as opportunities to apply them for their growth

/ EDUCATION
A relevant and engaging education that exposes
them to other cultures and promotes lifelong learning

/' JOB OPPORTUNITIES
Job opportunities that provide safe and
reasonable working conditions, and a living
wage, and allow them to grow their careers
~/ PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT

Time, space, and resources to pursue any
interest or opt for rest

~/ EXTERNAL SUPPORT FOR FAMILY
Support that will allow their families to be taken
care of so they can pursue their dreams

~/ MODERN NEEDS
Reliable transportation and wi-fi, computers
that meet their needs, and phones when
applicable

/ BASIC NEEDS
Enough quality food and water, showers,
clean clothes, and hygiene products to keep
their bodies healthy

~/ HOUSING
Affordable, stable, safe, and comfortable
housing that meets their needs as individuals

/ GREEN SPACES
Easily accessible and clean green spaces that
will be preserved for future generations

v/ SAFETY
Feel and be safe in all environments they are in,
such as their schools, homes, neighborhoods,
and online

v/ VoIcE
Be treated as equal partners in identifying
problems, developing solutions, and making
the decisions that they are impacted by

v/ CHOICE
Make important decisions for YOUTH@®
their lives and set boundaries LIBERATION
that are respected MOVEMENT

The rights have not been fulfilled for all youth. Many are limited by the inflexible and overly restrained
structure of the environments designed for them. Change to these environments will not happen
without mass commitment and action. By combining our personal power and expertise through
continuous collaboration, we have the ability to create lasting change for Santa Clara County youth.

2026 Santa Clara County Children’s Data Book




X Kids in
/ Common

Putting Children First!

Policy Agenda

www.kidsincommon.org/advocacy

Guided by data from the Annual Children’s Data Book, developed by
cross-system partners in the Children’s Agenda Network, Kids in Common
champions policies across four mission pillars to address inequities and improve
outcomes for children and families most impacted in Santa Clara County.

N

Priority:
Uplift and support strategies and resources to
improve housing stability, food security, and

Data Book Indicators:

Real Cost Measure
Housing Stability

Every Child Real Cost Measure for SCC youth and families. ~ ° Food Security
Safe and Stable
Q0 Priority: Data Book Indicators:
@ Uplift and support strategies and resources * Prenatal Care
1 that prevent, identify, and promptly and * Annual Health Check-Ups
H\ effectively treat behavioral health challenges & Dental Appts
. and ensure every SCC child has access to
Every Child adequate physical and social-emotional
Healthy healthcare.
Priority: Data Book Indicators:
Ensure access to early childhood services, * Kindergarten Readiness
expand extended learning programs that * Third Grade'Eninsh Language Arts
support social-emotional wellbeing and key (ELA) and Eighth Grade Math
Every Child  academic milestones, prevent absenteeism, gt:ndgro'l&sb )
L]
Successful and promote evidence-based alternatives to ronic Absenteeism

in Learning

school suspensions.

School Suspension Rates

0
2%

Every Child
Thriving in Life

Priority:

Support systems that identify and assist
struggling students, provide pathways for
non-graduates, remove financial barriers to
post-secondary education, and support youth
in transitioning to the workforce through
career pathways leading to jobs with
sustainable, livable wages.

Data Book Indicators:

Graduation Rates

UC/CSU Requirements
Postsecondary Enrollment
Annual Income/Earning for
Santa Clara Youth Under Age 25

Kids in Common’s 2026 Policy and Advocacy Agenda prioritizes
advancing equitable, data-driven policies for Latinx and immigrant
youth-who face some of Santa Clara County’s greatest disparities—
by aligning with local and regional frameworks to address systemic
barriers to basic needs, health, education, and long-term opportunity.

Every Child Safe & Stable, Healthy, Successful in Learning, and Thriving in Life



Children’s Agenda Network
% Kids in FY 2025-2026 2% Children’s

gl Common ~ Agenda

| Putting Children First!
The Santa Clara County Children’s Agenda Network Mary Ann Dewan, PhD
(CAN) is a countywide network of cross-sector leaders Chair, Kids in Common
committed to working together to improve outcomes
for children, youth, and families. CAN accomplishes this JuV(_igecrly.e.o}ggrd Edwards
collectively by meeting quarterly throughout the year to lce Lhair, fids in ~ommon
share knowledge, align and coordinate resources, and Heidi Emberling, EdD
use data and research to inform decision making, guide Community Chair, Director for the
program and policy improvement, and drive results. Office of Children and Families Policy County

of Santa Clara Social Services Agency

(] o _ : .
‘l'ASR X Bill Wilson Center (Tjg;.gl;;;‘;; s oty

CHILD ™o
ﬂADvoc:ATEs Children

OF SILICON VALLEY Now=

D County of *'h. County of Santa Clara
“%‘ Santa Clara Social Services Agency

exclie 3 = mS‘D SGFS”

CREDIT UNION FIRST 5 GARDNER GU

................ HEALTH SERVICES Gilroy Unified School District Grail Family Services
~--‘_‘ OF 5.0 ,~ ™
~ OUA

° ' ' HY 41
< 2'5 51 &' OCFP =) Pacific i
Healthier Kids =

Offi f Children & Families Poli H H
R B — ( | IN |C S
Foundation

Parents Helping Parents

o Planned ¢ P
> Parenthood’ SACREDGg (i1

Mar Monte P HEART AN JOSE
i CORNERSTONE J

COMMUNITY SERVICE CAPITAL OF SILICON VALLEY

@ﬁubﬁc é ‘:v. ﬁ%

SANTA CLARA

Library Santa Clara County VALLEY SECOND HARVEST

Office of Education of SILICON VALLEY

SCYTF
SOUTH COUNTY
) YOUTH TASK FORC
Our Community

THRIVES!

HEALTH & HOSPITAL SYSTEM

COMMUNITY

FOUNDATION l’, BAY AREA
Children’s Health 7.

|
1[I
E\

SV CFim, WO () UNITED WAy

Venture Leadership
COLLECTIVE

Become a Children’s Agenda Network Member today! Visit www.kidsincommon.org/childrens-agenda
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Social Emotional Well-Being Initiative

At the 2023 Children’s Summit, the Children’s Agenda Network launched the Social Emotional Wellness (SEW)
Initiative—a multi-year, data-driven plan to address the youth mental health crisis through three pillars: addressing
basic needs, cultivating caring communities, and promoting family and community education.

Cultivating Caring Communities

WHY: Well-being starts with relationships, and with a
positive youth development approach, we can create
caring schools, families, and communities.

&

Strategy #1- Greetings at Every Door (GAED):

CCC advanced the implementation of a GAED approach
across Santa Clara County by developing a set of tools
to support schools, departments, and organizations in
creating more welcoming and connected environments.
They produced five core resources, including a flyer,
toolkit, training series, pledge system, and dedicated
web presence, to guide adoption and participation.

As of February 15, 2026, they have facilitated 6 training
sessions to prepare organizations and schools to use the
approach and engage in their pilot. The pilot will expand
across 14 sites, reaching 394 students, with post-pilot
impact data forthcoming to further demonstrate
outcomes and lessons learned.

Goal: In all settings, including schools,
workplaces, libraries, etc., implement
strategies that create caring spaces, with a
focus on positive youth development and
supportive of children’s and families’ social-
emotional well-being.

% Developed 5 tools to support the successful
, implementation of Greetings at Every Door

..

Hosted 6 training sessions

(J
-\ Partnered with 14 pilot sites, reaching

.‘& over 394 children/youth

Bes

Strategy #2 - Expansion of InPlay Resources

Theory of Change: Children and youth need access to
spaces and opportunities that ignite their interests and
talents. InPlay connects youth and families to in-school
and afterschool programs that meet their needs. By
expanding the platform’s resources through targeted
outreach to organizations and encouraging them to join
InPlay, youth and families will have access to and benefit
from the resources available.

Relevant Bill of Rights for Children & Young Adults:
Love & Emotional Connections | Support & Guidance
Mental Health | Personal Development

Progress/Plan:

@ @ ® 12 members, representing 12 different
&mW organizations

Convened 21 times over 2 years

InPlay:

Cultivating Caring Communities (CCC) made
meaningful strides in expanding access to InPlay
resources across Santa Clara County by building the
capacity of local social service organizations. They
hosted two hands-on trainings that engaged 44 staff
and partner representatives, equipping them with
practical instruction on how to use the InPlay platform
to better support children and families in the community.
In addition, the group ensured broader and more
equitable access by providing all 44 participants with
InPlay Activity Guides, Start Guides, and outreach flyers
translated into four languages, strengthening culturally
responsive support for families countywide.

® @ ® osied 2 informational training sessions

Provided 44 staff and partners access to
an activity guide, start guide, and flyers

=]
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Addressing Basic Needs

WHY: This is foundational to all issues we see with
youth. If youth and families do not have their basic
needs met, then it leads to other challenges.

&

Strategy - Food Security Brief

Goal: Address the economic and social
barriers that cause stress and affect the
social-emotional well-being of young people,
families, and caregivers

Theory of Change: Food insecurity
is increasing and is three times

the national goal standard of

6% for households with families.
This Food Security Brief is a tool

to help policymakers, educators,
and families understand the
importance of food security to

children and youth development,
educational engagement, and
well-being. Through this educational and advocacy tool,
we champion for all youth and families to receive food
and other economic supports, and call on Santa Clara
County leaders to lift policies and practices that support
this basic need.

Relevant Bill of Rights for Children & Young Adults:
Basic Needs

Progress/Plan:

® @ ® 14 members, representing 12 different
& mB organizations

Convened 17 times over 2 years

Addressing Basic Needs strengthened community
understanding of food scarcity in Santa Clara County
by collaboratively researching and publishing a
comprehensive food security brief. The resulting brief
was informed by 14 evidence-based resources and
elevated five local food programs available to families
in Santa Clara County, helping practitioners, partners,
and community members better understand both the
challenges and the pathways to support.

Food security brief including 14 evidence-

|E based resources

N
Lﬁ-l Highlighted 5 local Santa Clara food programs

Family and Community Education

WHY: Education deactivates the stigma associated with
seeking help, can help connect people to services, and
support healthy parenting.

Goal: Support programs that educate
communities about the importance of social-
emotional well-being, parenting for social-
emotional well-being, and how to get help
when needed; Focus on reducing negative

stereotypes, bias, and stigma around seeking
help for behavioral health challenges

Strategy - Social-Emotional Well-being Resource Hub

Theory of Change: Currently, caregivers have limited
access to information and other resources for promoting
children’s social-emotional well-being. The Family and
Community Education workgroup will centralize learning
opportunities and services for caregivers across a
continuum of infant, child, and adolescent development.
We will be gathering this information to help identify
geographic, language, developmental, and cultural gaps
in services in Santa Clara County.

Relevant Bill of Rights for Children & Young Adults:
External Supports for Family

Progress/Plan:

[ T 1 J 8 members, representing 6 different
& mW organizations

Convened 16 times over 2 years

Family and Community Education expanded access to
social-emotional wellness supports for families in Santa
Clara County by identifying and sharing a broad range of
community-based resources. They collected information
on 150 organizations offering social-emotional wellness
services and identified 96 programs that were not
previously included in the 211 directory.

%
‘c Identified and shared 96 organizations not
P previously listed in the 211 directory

Collected information on 150 organizations
offering social-emotional wellness resources
for families in Santa Clara County

2026 Santa Clara County Children’s Data Book 11



Intersections

While we use data to evaluate the well-being of youth

in Santa Clara County, it is essential to analyze
intersections such as age, socio-economic status,
race/ethnicity, immigration status, disability, and foster
care status, as these factors shape access to resources,
experiences, and outcomes while revealing systemic
inequities and root causes of disparities. Youth are not
a homogeneous group—their challenges and strengths
vary across these identities and circumstances.
Disaggregating data helps communities and leaders
understand how historical and current policies,
practices, and cultural biases impact outcomes in

child safety, health, education, and overall well-being.

POPULATION

In 2024, children and youth ages 0-24 made up 29%
(560,586) of the Santa Clara County population
(1,904,477).

The intersection of population factors like ethnicity,
gender, and age, as well as the proportion of youth

to adults, provides critical insight into the unique
challenges and strengths present within a community.
Such analysis helps reveal inequities rooted in historical
and current systems. This understanding guides more
just and targeted investments for youth.

Figure 1- Santa Clara County Children
and Youth ages 0-24 (2024)

Ages
18-24

Ages

175,928
48%
269,196

Female Male

49% 31%

21%
115,462

0-5

Races
.2% Native American/
Pacific Islander

As we examine these intersections in the Data Book,

we can best identify barriers, design equitable solutions,
and ensure that investments and policy changes truly
meet the needs of diverse populations with varied lived
experiences. We encourage our community and leaders
to use this approach to anchor collective efforts in
justice, equity, and accountability, driving systemic
change for current and future generations.

Source: CA Department of Finance, Population Projections (P3) April 2025 Release
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POVERTY

This data highlights the realities many children and
youth face, showing how poverty, instability, and
systemic inequities shape their overall wellbeing.
These insights help us see not only the disparities

Figure 2 - SCC Children (0-17) Living Below
Federal Poverty Level of $31,200 (2024)

9% 6% 17% 16% 15% 4% 6%

I I I Disparity
i = - W

SantaClara Asian/ Black Latinx  Native  White 2+
County Pacific American/ Races
Islander Alaskan Native

Sources: US Dept. of Health and Human Services (Federal Poverty Level);
US Census via IPUMS USA, University of Minnesota (1-year estimates)

affecting young people, but the systems that create
them, allowing us to identify ways that better support

youth and build the conditions in which all young people

can thrive.

Figure 3 - Median Household Income by Race/Ethnicity

$33,280 $145,539 $168,154 $213,556
California Real Cost SantaClara Asian
Full-time  Measure County families
Minimum  (2023)

Wage

$86,899

Disparity

families

$107,706  $93,497  $170,882  $123,396
Latinx Native White 2+
families American families Races
families

Sources: State of CA Department of Industrial Relations (State Min. Wage of $16.90/hr); United Ways of
California, (Real Cost Measure); US Census American Community Survey (51903), 1-Year Estimates.

* L arge Margin of Error. Interpret with caution

Figure 4 - Santa Clara County
Student Characteristics:
Low Income and
Housing Instability (SY 2024-25)

39% were low income

[ ]
were experiencing
3% housing instability

Source: CA Dept of Education, DataQuest Enrollment Data.
Total enrollment: 231,385; Socioeconomically Disadvantaged
Students: 89,953; Students with Housing Instability: 6,590

Figure 5 - Children and Youth Receiving
Public Assistance (MediCal or Cal Fresh)

Ages | Ages
‘ 18-24

Ages 0-5 32,901
Ages 6-17 80,294
Total Ages 0-17 113,195
Ages 18-24 44,535

Total Ages 0-24 157,730

Source: County of Santa Clara - Social Services
Agency Data Request (as of 12/1/2025)

2026 Santa Clara County Children’s Data Book
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This snapshot of students with disabilities in Santa Clara
County highlights the added challenges many of these
students face, helping us see not only the disparities
they experience but also the systems that contribute to
them. Recognizing these systemic barriers strengthens
our efforts to better support all learners and ensure
every student has the opportunity to thrive.

Figure 8 - Santa Clara County Students
with Disabilities (SY 2024-25)

=
12%

Source: CA Dept of Education,
DataQuest Enrollment Data.
Total enrollment: 231,385;
Students with Special
Education Needs: 28,635

Compared to the County
total, a higher portion of
students with disabilities
were low income and/or
English learners. Students
with disabilities also had
lower graduation rates.

Figure 9 - Intersections & Outcomes for

Students with Disabilities (SY 2024-25)
Hl Santa Clara County B Students with Disabilities
22% 34% 3% 3% 1% 4%

39% 52% 88% 76%

Low Income English Housing
Learner

Graduation
Instability Rate

Foster Care

Source: CA Dept of Education, DataQuest Enroliment Data.

The County of Santa Clara 2025 Families with Children with Disabilities Survey Report

https://desj.santaclaracounty.gov/oda/families-
children-disabilities-survey
Families with children with
disabilities face unique
challenges, including
navigating complex service
systems and managing
caregiving alongside
employment, with barriers
especially severe for
communities of color,
immigrants, and low-income
households. To better
understand these needs, Santa Clara County’s Division
of Equity and Social Justice conducted a multilingual
survey in partnership with Parents Helping Parents,
gathering 316 responses between June and August
2024 to assess access to disability-related services,
basic needs, and disparities across demographic groups.

Findings:

« Parents of children with disabilities feel challenged
and overwhelmed in advocating for their children’s
disability-related needs

+ Lower-income, Latino, non-English speaking, and
immigrant respondents had the highest shares of
unmet needs (i.e., household basic needs and social
support), compared to other parents

Recommendations Include:

- Improving access to disability support services
through clear, multilingual communication

+ lIdentifying and prioritizing unmet service needs
Expanding school-based services and legal support

« Assessing basic needs for immigrant, Latino, and
low-income families

« Addressing financial strain and social isolation by
creating opportunities for peer support among parents

Resources:
Parents Helping Parents (PHP)

www.php.com

Parents Helping Parents provides parent support for
children and adults with disabilities in San José, CA, and
beyond. PHP strengthens families raising loved ones
with disabilities through education, support, and
advocacy. With 40+ years of supporting families, their
experienced staff members have a national reputation
for being a trusted source of information for helping
parents, caregivers, and children and adults with any
disability or diagnosis.

The Innovations Collaborative
www.innovationscollaborative.org

The Innovations Collaborative is a leader in providing
supports to families, school districts, community
agencies, preschools, and child care centers to promote
a culture that values all children by strengthening,
sustaining, and ensuring inclusive practices. Built

on the belief that every individual, regardless of abilities
and disabilities, has the right to full access to quality,
inclusive learning and community environments.
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Foster Youth

In 2025, Santa Clara County had 1,952 children and
youth in foster care, reflecting ongoing efforts by
county agencies to strengthen prevention, ensure
that removals occur only when a child’s safety is
truly at risk, and prioritize trauma informed practices
such as placing children with relatives whenever
possible. Despite these efforts, foster youth continue
to experience significant inequities—including
higher rates of placement instability, absenteeism,
suspensions, and lower academic achievement—
underscoring the need for continued cross system
collaboration and support.

Of the 1,952 Foster Youth: Figure 10 - Entries into Foster Care (rate per 1,000 children)
2022 W2023 W2024
4 4 9 2 27 23 8 10 22 2 3 5
Santa Clara County Asian Black Latinx White

Figure 11 - Foster Care Placement Moves per 1,000 Days
W2022 W2023 W2024

34 32 35 3.1 3.8 33 29 34 40 4.4
Foster Youth .. . N .
with Disabilities
Santa Clara County Asian Black Latinx White

Source: UC Berkeley California Child Welfare Indicators Project (CCWIP). *data suppressed

Figure 12 - Education Outcomes
for SCC Foster Youth (2025)

Hl Santa Clara County M Foster Youth

3rd Grade 8th Grade
(% Meeting or Exceeding Standard) (% Meeting or Exceeding Standard)
54% 9% 59% 27% 61% 41% 51% 18%
N VAR . l- l. .-
Readmg Math Readmg Math
LA)
Chronic Suspensions 4-Year
Absenteeism Graduation Rate
(missing 10% or more)
15% 52% 2% 1% 88% 55%

Source: Santa Clara County Social Services Agency data request
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